
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                        Thank you, Mr. Mike Hale, for your service to Northeast Illinois Council!     
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Ma -Ka -Ja -Wan Alumni Winter Party  Recap 

 Nicole Ludmer 

 Dear Ma-Ka-Ja-Wan Alumni, 

It was great seeing so many of you at the Ma-Ka-Ja-Wan Alumni Winter Party!  I think ƛǘΩǎ ǎŀŦŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾe-
ǊȅƻƴŜ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ŜƴƧƻȅŀōƭŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǘ aƛŎƪŜȅ CƛƴƴΩǎ ƛƴ [ƛōŜǊǘȅǾƛƭƭŜΗ  Mr. Kevin Baldwin served as our Master of Ceremo-
nies. We heard from our Ma-Ka-Ja-Wan Scout Reservation Director, Mr. Brian Rasmussen, about how we can bet-
ter serve our college-bound and college-level staff members by offering pre/post camp internships, as well as 
offering guidance for their resumes.   

Mr. John Lillstrom presented the Distinguished Alumni Award to our Northeast Illinois Council Executive Di-
rector, Mr. Mike Hale.  Mr. Hale has served as our Scout Executive, and has become the new Deputy Regional 
Director for the Western Region.  Thank you for your service and dedication to the Northeast Illinois Council.  We 
wish you good luck in all your endeavors! I was also humbled and honoured to be a recipient of the Distinguished 
Alumni Award for my contributions to Smoke Signals.   

Mr. Paul Jordan recognized Mr. Bob King for his extraordinary service to Ma-Ka-Ja-Wan.   Next,  
Mr. John Lillstrom recognized those of the M.A.A. who have become Lifetime Membersτa special thanks to Mr. 
Joe Jordan and Mr. Paul Schmidt who were the first to sign up!   

 Mr. Quinn Ryan presented Mr. Mike Hale as an honourary Lifetime Member of the M.A.A.  And finally, Mr. 
Hale closed out the night with some of his own remarks, ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜΣ ά{ǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǳl-
ŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŎŀƳŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǳǎΦέ  It is because of members like you that Camp Ma-Ka-Ja-Wan continues to 
thrive and prosper.  Thank you for your continued support! 

                 Yours in Scouting, 
                    Nicole Ludmer 

Matthew GummŜǊǎŀƭƭΩǎ aŀ-Ka-Ja-Wan patch collection on display at the Winter Party! 
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Letter from Ma -Ka -Ja -Wan Reservation Director 
                                                Brian Rasmussen 

 
Many of you probably look back on your time as a member of the Ma-Ka-Ja-Wan staff as one the 

best experiences of your life.  You made numerous sacrifices in order to be able to come back to 

ŎŀƳǇ ȅŜŀǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ ȅŜŀǊΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŜȄƛǎǘǎ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ L ŀƳ ŀǎk-

ing for some help.  

Every year we lose veteran staff members because their college coursework requires them to com-

plete an internship in their chosen field.  I am asking if you are in a position to offer an internship to 

these staff members perhaps they can work on that both before and after camp.  Most colleges are 

ŘƻƴŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǿŜŜƪ ƻŦ aŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƳǇ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ WǳƴŜΦ  /ŀƳǇ ƛǎ ƻǾŜǊ ōȅ 

ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿŜŜƪ ƻŦ !ǳƎǳǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǳǇ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ  ²ƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ 

they could work on the internship for the four to five weeks before camp, and then return to com-

plete it during that period before returning to school.  This would afford them an opportunity to 

have the internship, and still work at camp. 

Another area where we are seeking help is in the area of resume writing.  Many of our staff mem-

bers have responsibilities at camp that include training, supervising, and evaluating staff.  They are 

involved in planning and implementing program, and are required to present that program to a vari-

ety of different age and ability levels.  We are seeking help from people with human resource exper-

tise to help staff members use words and phrases to explain the true scope of their camp jobs. 

If you are in a position where you are able to help our staff in either of the areas please feel free to 

contact me at brian@makajawan.com. 

Thank you for your consideration 

 

 

 

mailto:brian@makajawan.com


 
5 

History of the Outstanding Alumni Service Award: 

This award began during Ma-Ka-Ja-²ŀƴΩǎ урth year.  It recognizes people that have made a major contribu-

tion to the Ma-Ka-Ja-Wan Alumni Association.  There are no specific requirements, but there must be con-

sensus from the M.A.A. Committee that a recipient has gone over and above in service to Ma-Ka-Ja-Wan. 

 

The following recipients were recognized at the 85th: 

(From left to right) John Hopkins, John Lillstrom, Brian McIlwee, and Bob King 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following recipients were recognized this year: 

(From left to right)  Mike Hale and Nicole Ludmer 

 

 

 

 

  

Outstanding Alumni Service Award  
                                                 John Lillstrom 
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M.A.A. Winter Party Photos Recap  
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W.E.S.  Updates  
                                                 John Hopkins  

 

 

 

  

2017 Spring W.E.S. & O.A. Worker Weekends: 

ü 1
st
 WES worker weekend- May 19, 20, & 21 

ü 2
nd

 WES worker weekend-June 2, 3, & 4 

ü OA WW- May 26, 27, 28 & 29 
 

Projects: 

ü Maintenance Barn- installing 18 new windows & upgrading exterior panels 

ü Health Lodge-Interior upgrade in med room- new floor & punch list 

ü E & W Shooting sports- Build Field Archery program areas/shot gun traps/camp opening tasks 

ü E & W AQ maintenance on AQ Sailboats/paddles/oars & etc. 

ü E & W Dining Hall- Install fire suppression units in hoods 

ü E & W Dining Hall-Install new screen doors 

ü East- Fish Shack- steel re-roofs 

ü Build V-shaped new entry way sign & road gateway over spring rd. 

ü Build Ranch program shelter 

ü Maintenance work @ Ranch Bunkhouse/office 

ü Continue on Village plat maintenance 

ü Continue on (East) Village Latrine-steel re-roofs 

ü Various exterior painting projects 
 

Requested Items: 

ü Ladders 

ü Painting equipment 
 

Letter from the Executive  
                                                 Mike Hale  

 
I was thinking about the first time I saw camp.  It was February and the Scout Executive, Bob Russell drove 

me up.  He talked to me along the way about how Ma-Ka-Ja-Wan had such a crucial impact on Scouting 

down on the shore.  He said he wanted to see my face when I saw camp for the first time.  I was not disap-

pointed by the first visit.  I was up there in early March this year and the feeling I get when I arrive has not 

changed.  It is home.   

The impact that Ma-Ka-Ja-Wan makes on the campers that we serve is crucial to their entire Scouting expe-

rience.  We should all strive to help ensure that we continue to improve their experience.  By all of us contin-

uing to offer our time, talents and treasures, we make a statement that we are supportive and will continue 

to be so.  That it made a huge impact on all our lives. 

I appreciated all of those who walked on the trails ahead of me.  They are the reason that my first experi-

ence at camp over 25 years ago was a stellar one.  As I make way for a new Supreme Chief of the Fire, I 

know that all of you will continue to work together to keep Ma-Ka-Jan-Wan a special place for generations to 

come.  Insist on holding fast to our robust traditions and we will continue to grow. 

 

Mike 
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Congratulations to our Lifetime Members!  Thank you for your support! 
 

 
Instructions on how to join or renew can be found online at: http://msraa.org/129/join/. 

Beginning this year we are also offering Young Alumni & Lifetime memberships. 
 

3 Types of Membership: 

1. Young Adult: 18-25 years; no dues payment 

2. Regular Membership: $20/year 

3. LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP: $201. 29 

  

Membership 

 


